Grand Jury Listens to Witnesses 
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OKLAHOMA CITY -- Debbie Nakanashi was not called last week to testify before a county grand jury that is looking 
into the Oklahoma City bombing, but she wants to be. 


Nakanashi, a post office employee, is one of a group of people who say they have evidence that Timothy McVeigh 
was not alone when he bombed the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building on April 19, 1995. 


Others believe the federal government has covered up the fact that it knew of the pending bombing but failed to stop 
it, while still others are convinced that the truck-bomb was not enough to wreck the Murrah Building. 


While federal authorities have said phone records link McVeigh to the rental of a Ryder truck on April 17, 1995, at 
Elliott's Body Shop in Junction City, Kan., Nakanashi said she was working at the post office near the Murrah 
Building two days before the bombing when McVeigh and another man entered the post office. She said the other 
man, who resembled the John Doe No. 2 sketch that was released by the FBI shortly after the bombing, asked for a 
government job application. Nakanashi said she directed him toward the federal building. 


“I am surprised (that the grand jury) hadn't called me," Nakanashi said. `I would sure like to know what is going on. 
I'm sure some of the people (who say they saw McVeigh with at least one other person prior to the bombing) could 
be succumbing to mass hysteria, but not all of them." 


The grand jury heard from 10 witnesses last week, but whether or not those witnesses’ statements will help the 
jurors reach any conclusion is, well, inconclusive. 


Rep. Charles Key, R-Oklahoma City, and the others who sparked the grand jury inquiry hope to prove several 
things: First, that McVeigh was with at least one other unidentified person at the time of the bombing. Second, that at 
least some federal law enforcement agents knew of the pending bombing attempt but failed to stop it or give 
warning. And third, that the rental truck filled with ammonium-nitrate fertilizer and diesel fuel was not enough to 
cause the damage that was inflicted on the Murrah Building. 


The federal government's official position has been a vehement denial of prior knowledge of the bombing. But 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms Agent Angela Graham testified in another case in April that she had been 
told by Tulsa informant Carol Howe in the spring of 1995 that some residents of Elohim City, a white-separatist 
compound in far-eastern Oklahoma, were talking about blowing up a federal building in Oklahoma City or Texas ina 
"cataclysm" that would signal the beginning of a "racial holy war." 


Also, federal prosecutors have said they doubt the existence of a John Doe. No. 2. So far, no evidence has surfaced 
pointing to the presence of an explosive device apart from the truck bomb used by McVeigh. 


Still, Key said he was pleased with the progress of the grand jury. “They were thorough and serious about this," he 
said. Key himself testified for less than an hour before the grand jury. 


Key has recommended 39 witnesses for the grand jury. The jurors can choose to hear all or none of them. 


The jury last week also heard from: Dennis Mahon, a white separatist from Tulsa who had ties to Elohim City; two 
men who said they saw McVeigh with at least one other person just before the bombing; an elevator maintenance 
man who questions an account that two federal agents were trapped in a falling elevator in the Murrah Building; a 
bombing survivor who was suspicious of the presence of four General Service Administration workers from Fort 
Worth at the bomb site; and three others. 
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Mahon asserted his Fifth Amendment right to remain silent and is seeking immunity from prosecution if he testifies. 
He will be back again before the grand jury on Aug. 15, but it is not known whether he will be granted immunity. 
Mahon said he had nothing to do with the bombing but that he wants immunity in case he is a target of the grand jury 
probe. 


Howe has said Mahon was one of those who discussed blowing up federal buildings before the Murrah Building 
bombing. Mahon says he was in Illinois at the time of the attack. 


Key and others who pushed for the grand jury have recommended several witnesses in their effort to prove that the 
government had prior knowledge. 


V.Z. Lawton, a Department of Housing and Urban Development employee who suffered a head injury and hearing 
loss in the bombing, testified that he was driven home that day by four General Service Administration employees 
from Fort Worth who said they had been told the day before to perform a ‘security check" on the Murrah Building. 


Lawton identified two of the employees as Brent Mossbarger and Oscar ``Dude" Gooden. 


However, Mossbarger, a GSA project manager, said he did not drive Lawton home on the day of the bombing. `I do 
not know who this person was, to tell the truth," he said. 


Mossbarger said he was on an airliner headed toward Oklahoma City at the time the Murrah Building blew up. He 
said he was taking part in an ongoing construction job at the federal courthouse across the street from the Murrah 
Building. 


John Pouland, GSA regional administrator in Fort Worth, said Gooden, an elevator inspector, was in Oklahoma City 
on the day of the bombing to inspect elevators. ``He was in no way, shape or form involved in security. He did not 
give the guy a ride home," Pouland said. 


Pouland said the GSA, which managed the Murrah Building, had its hands full in the aftermath of the bombing. `I 
can't imagine four of our employees giving one guy a ride home under those circumstances," he said. 


Key believes that ATF agents whose headquarters were in the Murrah Building were told not to report to work on the 
day of the bombing. ATF officials deny the charge but say they are now constrained from talking because of a gag 
order issued by Colorado U.S. District Judge Richard P. Matsch. 


Key is seeking to poke holes in accounts by ATF agents and others who say they were in the Murrah Building at the 
time of the bombing. 


An ATF agent has said he and a Drug Enforcement Agency employee were trapped in an elevator that fell from the 
eighth floor to the third floor in the Murrah Building during the explosion. 


Oscar Johnson, an elevator maintenance worker for Mid-Western Elevator Co., however, testified that he found no 
evidence that any of the elevators had fallen during the explosion. 


However, Johnson said he did not know which of the seven elevators in the Murrah Building was used by the two 
agents. One of the elevators was found on the third floor, he said. 


Johnson added that he was not disputing the accounts of the agents but `just stated what the actual conditions of 
the elevators were." 


Two other men, Broken Arrow banker Kyle Hunt and Oklahoma City warehouse worker David Snider, both testified 
that they had seen McVeigh in Oklahoma City with at least one other person roughly 30 minutes before the 
bombing. But they gave differing accounts regarding the vehicles they saw McVeigh in, whether McVeigh was the 
driver and how many people he was with. Key asserts that it would have been easy for McVeigh and the others with 


2/3 


him to change vehicles or seats, which accounts for the differences in testimony. 


Retired U.S. Air Force Gen. Benton K. Partin wants to testify before the grand jury about his belief that the 
ammonium-nitrate bomb alone could not have demolished more than half of the nine-story Murrah Building. Partin, 
who is touted as a munitions expert, says the pattern of damage caused by the explosion is inconsistent with just 
one bomb. 


Partin traveled to Oklahoma City last week to offer his assistance to Oklahoma County District Attorney Bob Macy. 


The grand jury, which is meeting in the Oklahoma County Detention Center, will reconvene for half a day on Aug. 11. 
It will then meet on Aug. 13, 15, 18 and 21 and again Sept. 8-12 and Sept. 15-19. 
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